
A practical guide: Taking action on responsible, deforestation & conversion free soy 

​​Supplier guidance for 
responsible DCF soy​ 

There is no single solution. Different supply 
chains need different approaches. In this 
document are four practical options to support 
responsible, deforestation‑ and conversion‑free 
(DCF) soy. For each option, an example and 
guidance on acceptable proof is provided, in line 
with the internationally agreed Accountability 
Framework Initiative. In this document, we 
assume that all soy used in animal feed, 
complies with EUDR requirements.  

Not all solutions in this document work for every 
supply chain. For example, removing soy from 
feed for dairy cows is easier than for pigs or 
chickens.  Where relevant, we have included 
the indicators below to clarify which options are 
most relevant for the specific product groups.

In any case, open dialogue with your supplier 
is key. Use this guide to jointly explore the 
possibilities and identify which options fit your 
situation best.
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Soy used in animal feed can drive deforestation and the 
conversion of natural ecosystems as well as other key ESG 
risks such as biodiversity loss, Co2 emissions and human rights 
issues. Retailers, wholesalers, manufacturing companies, and 
public sector buyers can play a key role in reducing this risk.

Option 1

Certification 
Use recognised certification standards to manage soy risks 
Soy certified under a robust sustainability standard is produced under 
rules that protect human rights, forests, and natural land. For robust 
schemes, independent auditors check whether these rules are followed. 
Certification is a widely used starting point for DCF and responsible soy, 
but it is necessary to know which certification standard and which ‘chain 
of custody model (CoC)’ is used. The CoC indicates the extent to which 
certified soy can be traced throughout the physical supply chain. 

Not all certification is the same 
Procurement teams should check whether soy is sourced under a 
certification standard that is positively benchmarked against the criteria 
in the FEFAC Soy Sourcing Guidelines (SSG). Furthermore, the Standards 
Map website and the newest Profundo soy certification benchmark can 
be used to identify which schemes can provide physically segregated 
certified soy and are more robust. These include RTRS, Proterra, Donau 
Soya, Europe Soya, and ISCC.  

What procurement should ask for 
  Valid certificate and confirmation/invoice that specifies the certified 

volumes supplied (including name) and CoC used: Name of the 
certification scheme, certificate holder and scope, expiration date.  

  Confirmation that it aligns with FEFAC SSG or with other schemes 
such as ASC, Organic, QS Milch, or QS Meat (referring to QS Soy Plus). 
When this is the case, check the Soy documentation 
requirements in the tip box to the right for guidance, 
documentation, and follow-up. 

Example
McDonald’s Germany has been using Donau Soja/ 
Europe Soya certified egg products, ensuring all the 
soja used to feed chickens comes from Europe and is 
responsibly produced.

Tip
Review Soy 
documentation 
requirements 
to gain detailed 
overview of what 
documents to 
collect from 
suppliers. 

https://fefac.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Web_FEFAC-SSGuidelines_2023Final.pdf
https://accountability-framework.org/topics/deforestation-and-conversion/#:~:text=The%20AFi%20provides%20consensus-based%20definitions%20to%20guide,tree%20plantation%20*%20Severe%20and%20sustained%20degradation
https://accountability-framework.org/fileadmin/uploads/afi/Documents/Operational_Guidance/AFi_Operational_Guidance_-_Commitments_and_Progress_Pathways__2025-12_.pdf
https://accountability-framework.org/fileadmin/uploads/afi/Documents/Operational_Guidance/AFi_Operational_Guidance_-_Commitments_and_Progress_Pathways__2025-12_.pdf
https://www.standardsmap.org/en/identify?products=Soy
https://www.standardsmap.org/en/identify?products=Soy
https://www.iucn.nl/app/uploads/2026/01/EUDR-Compliant-Plus-Full-Report-final.pdf


How procurement  
can drive impact 

  There is no single path to responsible DCF soy 
Different products and supply chains need  
different solutions. 

  Procurement teams play a central role
By setting clear expectations, asking the right 
questions, critically reviewing documentation and 
following up, buyers can move suppliers in the 
right direction.  

  Contracting matters
Make expectations clear in tenders and contracts 
and highlight the consequences of not meeting 
the requirements. 

  Transparency is essential
Suppliers should always explain how risks are 
managed, and how progress is tracked. 

  Most importantly, see this as a journey
Some options reduce risk now. Others support 
long‑term change. 

Option 2

Verification  
(without certification) 

Ask suppliers to prove compliance 
Certification is not always available. In supply chains with 
strong traceability, suppliers can instead demonstrate DCF 
compliance through a Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification 
(MRV) system. In this approach, they collect satellite data and 
related insights to confirm that the supply base has not recently 
engaged in deforestation or land conversion. The Accountability 
Framework Initiative provides guidance on how to assess  
a trustworthy MRV-System. Start an open dialogue with your 
supplier to explore feasible options together. Keep in mind that 
verification of DCF does not cover other sustainability risk such 
as chemical use or human rights issues.

What procurement should ask for 
  Description and scope of the MRV-system  
  Use of monitoring tools (for example, satellite monitoring) 
  Independent 3rd party review or assurance

Example
Since 2021, the European aquaculture industry has worked with Brazilian 
suppliers that guarantee DCF supply chains via an MVR system.  

Option 3

Lower risk soy

Source soy from lower risk regions 
Some countries and regions have a lower risk of deforestation 
or other ESG issues linked to soy. These areas often have 
strong laws and longestablished farmland. This option reduces 
risk but does not eliminate it. Open the dialogue with your 
supplier to assess whether this option is feasible for you and 
realistic for your supply chain.
  
What procurement should ask for 

  Country and specific region of soy origin 
  Explanation of why the risk is considered low and whether  

     it only concerns deforestation and conversion risks or  
     broader ESG issues

  Supply chain model used such as mass balance or segregation 
  Supplier declaration confirming origin 

Example
Belgian plant‑based brand Alpro sources its soy exclusively from Europe 
and Canada, both considered low‑risk regions.

Option 4

Reducing or eliminating soy
Choose to avoid soy completely 
Reducing or removing soy from feed removes the associated 
sustainability risks at the source. In practice, this means 
replacing soy with other protein crops or by-products. This 
may be an option where soy can be replaced by another 
protein source. However, alternative protein crops may have 
a higher land and/or water footprint. It is therefore important 
to assess the broader environmental impacts before making 
such a decision.  

What procurement should ask for 
  Confirmation that feed contains no or reduced soy content   

     (e.g. ‘feed formulas showing all ingredients and inclusions’), or
  Written statement from feed supplier or farmer

Example
Several producers in the Nordics  have introduced feed recipes without 
soy. This includes Danish dairy producer Thise, Norwegian poultry 
producer Gårdsand and Swedish egg producer Stjärnägg.

Complement the different options with 
initiatives in the producer countries
Actively engage in pilot projects for the verification and certification 
of soy. Support responsible production by funding credible initiatives 
that support and motivate soybean farmers to protect/restore 
natural vegetation in high-risk areas, for example, via the Responsible 
Commodities Facility or purchase of RTRS (regional) credits.

Learn more
Want more information on what 
you can do? Contact Ethical Trade 
Denmark for more guidance! 

https://accountability-framework.org/fileadmin/uploads/afi/Documents/Operational_Guidance/OG_Monitoring_Verification-2020-5.pdf
https://accountability-framework.org/topics/monitoring-and-verification/
https://sim.finance/responsible-commodities-facility/
https://sim.finance/responsible-commodities-facility/
https://etiskhandel.dk/om-os/kontakt/
https://etiskhandel.dk/om-os/kontakt/

